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Yachts (Private) sailing to Bermuda
A voyage under sail to Bermuda can be a rewarding and relaxing experience—provided that you plan your voyage 

carefully and check and prepare your vessel adequately. This Information Sheet should be used in addition to all the 

other traditional reference material available.

It is especially important to keep in mind the vulnerability of electronic navigation equipment in the marine environ-

ment and for this reason have at least one crew member aboard who is capable of navigating using paper charts and 

have back-up GPS capability. Backup communication and navigation equipment, as well as contingency planning for an

emergency, will all help to ensure a safe arrival in Bermuda.

safetY equiPment
Contact the nearest Coast Guard or Coast Guard Auxiliary office early in the planning stage to obtain a full list of

recommended safety equipment. All ocean-going yachts should have at least:

voYage Plan

 www.rccbermuda.bm, for 

information about this initiative. Your vessel and crew data is captured in a database for easy retrieval in the event that 

advance and enjoy all the safety and time saving benefits from the minute you put to sea and head towards the Island?

http://www.marops.bm/of_visitingyacht.aspx

stores
To calculate your minimum requirements of consumable stores, estimate the number of days required to make a 
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size of vessel
All types of small craft have successfully completed passages in all seasons, but the elements of risk and discomfort 

experienced crew of four or five people, should be adequate for a normal ocean passage.

location of Bermuda

climate

with a fall of approximately three inches.

tides

hurricanes
Bermuda does lie in the track of those tropical revolving storms known as hurricanes, which are usually born in the 

the United States before changing course to the north, then the northeast, roughly following the direction of the Gulf 

passing Bermuda are recorded in September. The passage of hurricanes directly over Bermuda is rare.

charts, Books and suPPlies
The following is a list of charts available for the Bermuda Islands. All vessels should have at least those charts detail-

selected depending on interest.

British Admiralty Hydrographic Office
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Chart No.  Title of Chart Area      Scale

NIMA (U.S. National Imaging and Mapping Agency)

Chart No.  Title of Chart Area      Scale

The Binnacle Yachting Equipment and 
Accessories

t

f
e store@binnacle.com

w www.binnacle.com

Bluewater Books & Charts

t

f
e help@bluewaterweb.com

w www.bluewaterweb.com

Caribbean Inflatable Boats & Lifecrafts, Inc.

Suite 2

t
f
e
w

Landfall Navigation

t

f
e
w
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New York Nautical Corporation

t

f
e info@newyorknautical.com

w www.newyorknautical.com

Pilothouse

t

f
e patrick.kean@comcast.net

w www.pilothousecharts.com

Publications

and catalogue of B.A. Charts are all available from:

PW Marine

e enquiries@pwmarine.bm

w www.waterfrontbermuda.com or www.pwmarine.bm

communications

-

operations@rccbermuda.bm or dutyofficer@marops.bm

www.rccbermuda.bm.

-
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are provided upon request. All services from this station are free of charge.

-

   Coast station transmits   Ship station transmits

  System requirements.

radio aids to navigation
A non-directional radio beacon is used for the transmission of differential GPS corrections. The position, transmitter fre-

quency and emission characteristics are as follows:
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aPProaches to Bermuda

In poor visibility, or when a vessel is having navigation difficulties or problems manoeuvring, the safest direction to 

from shore.

assist if necessary.

If in doubt about approaching Bermuda at night and entering the harbour, vessels are advised to lie offshore until 

Pilotage and entering harBour
Use of the Government Pilot Service is compulsory for commercial vessels, but not for private craft. This service is 

-

-

uled broadcast times prior to beginning an approach. If you and your crew are tired, or for any reason are not confident 

about making a safe landfall during the hours of darkness, it is advisable to remain offshore until daybreak.

BuoYs
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arrival in Bermuda

of your vessel, as well as details of certain safety equipment carried aboard. Assistance with entering the harbour and 

other safety information will also be passed on.

health, immigration and customs clearance

Yachts arriving in Bermuda from overseas ports are normally cleared with a minimum of formality. Upon approach to 

out clearance formalities for all three departments, will greet all arriving yachts and process all arriving crew and 

collect the fee as part of the clearance procedure. A Bermuda Government official receipt must be issued. Children 

under the age of 2 years are exempt.

Passports
A Passports is the document for entry into Bermuda and are required of all visitors from countries that require a Pass-

port for re-entry purposes or for entry through another country to which the passenger has right of entry.

Proof of Citizenship and Identification

Immigration authorities. This applies to adults and children, whether travelling alone or with their parents.
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NOTE:

 ried name, should also carry their marriage certificate, or a certified copy, as further proof of identity.

Visas

NOTE:

Bermuda.
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www.immigration.gov.bm

Visiting Yachts and Their Crews

temporary absence of the responsible individual. In either case, application in writing to the Collector of Customs to 

sanction the arrangement must be made and approved prior to the effective date. Yachtsmen are advised not to con-

Bermuda for up to five months so as to provide safe haven.

Revenue Act (Simplified Entry Outwards) Notice 2012

-

-

Citation

Particulars of simplified entry outwards

Transmission of simplified entry outwards

Simplified entry outwards shall be made by voice transmission using the following means of communication:
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shiPBoard Pets
-

-

mental Protection. Animals arriving without proper documentation will be refused entry and will be required to be kept 

on board the vessel, and the vessel kept at anchor, as there are no quarantine facilities in Bermuda.

Procedure for Obtaining an Import Permit

www.animals.gov.bm
actual application for an Import Permit and the supporting health documents should be submitted to the Bermuda 

-

ronmental Protection <www.animals.gov.bm GoToBermuda.com>. The 

application must specify the particulars of the animal involved, the origin of the shipment and show fulfilment of all im-

Protection via fax, email or courier.

Protection is closed on weekends and public holidays.

A printed copy of the Import Permit that had been faxed or emailed to you, together with the originals of the support-

ing health documents must accompany the animal and be available for inspection upon arrival. Yachts with animals 

arriving without proper documentation will be made to anchor in deep water. The animals will be restricted to the 

Director, Department of Environmental Protection

t
f
e animals@gov.bm

w www.animals.gov.bm
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All animals should be examined shortly before travel to ensure that they are fit for travel, consideration being given to 

the length of trip and the environmental conditions that may be encountered.

extended staY and living aBoard
-

lowing:

 periods.

 facilities whenever possible while vessels are berthed in Bermuda. The discharge overboard of sewage, or any   

 the six-month statutory period.

An extension could be granted if the yacht required or was undergoing repairs for weather delays, for injured or sick 

crew members or, for any other reason that the Collector of Customs considers valid.

NOTE:

The above conditions apply to non-residents of Bermuda only. Specific information regarding the conditions that apply 

to a person who has been permitted to reside in Bermuda can be obtained from the Collector of Customs.

Answers to any additional or specific questions may be obtained directly from the relevant Government departments or 

the official Government website www.gov.bm.

anchorage and Berthing facilities

-

Ltd.: www.bdayacht.com, email info@bdayacht.com
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Berthing alongside in the central and western end of the Island is restricted to yacht club berths, boat yards and marinas, 

is available to those vessels able to pump out their holding tanks. Water is available from Bermuda Waterworks, Tel 

or email docksoffice@cityhall.bm for schedule of fees and availability of space.      

Short-term Dinghy Docking in Hamilton

flY in, sail out

and depart by yacht should follow this procedure: The captain of the yacht should give a letter to each crew member 

who will be arriving in Bermuda by air on a one-way ticket and leaving on the vessel. The letter should include the full 

name, date of birth, address and nationality of each crew member, as well as the name of the vessel he or she will be 

Bermuda dollars. Cheques should be made payable to the Accountant General.

obtained from the airline concerned.

It must be emphasised that the above arrangements should be made directly between the captain of the yacht and the 

members by yacht or air lies with the captain of the yacht concerned.

firearms act 1973
Under this Act, the importation of any firearm, part of a firearm, or ammunition into Bermuda is forbidden except under 

the authority of a permit granted by the Commissioner of Police. Such a permit will not ordinarily be granted other than 

-

Spear fishing with SCUBA gear is not permitted. Spear guns may not be used in Bermuda or imported at any time. 

the Customs officer will either remove all such firearms and ammunition and store them ashore, returning them when 
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the vessel leaves, or he may decide to seal the weapons on board in some appropriate place. When the vessel leaves, 

he will check the seal to ensure it has not been broken. Assuming that a voluntary declaration of firearms possession is 

made initially and that, if they were sealed on board, the seal is unbroken upon departure, there will be no problems.

importer can prove that they are antique and not able to be fired. If in doubt about the provenance of a firearm, it is 

Bermuda without a permit and anyone seeking to do so may be imprisoned or fined heavily, or both.

misuse of drugs act 1972
Importation of, possession of, or dealing in unlawful drugs are serious offences in Bermuda. Anyone who contra-

maximum penalty of a fine or imprisonment for life, or both. This includes marijuana and other “soft” drugs as well as 

“hard” drugs. All medically-prescribed drugs and medications must be declared to the Customs officer on arrival in 

Bermuda.

miscellaneous information

Boat Yards, Haulage and Slipping Facilities

slipping facilities include:

Mills Creek Marine Ltd., Pembroke   t 
Offshore Yachting & Maintenance, Paget  t
Robinson’s Marina, Somerset Bridge  t (
St. George’s Boatyard, St. George’s  t
West End Yachts Ltd., R.N. Dockyard  t

Full shipwright facilities:
Mills Creek Marine Ltd.*, Pembroke  t
West End Yachts Ltd. t

*

glass repairs to all fabrics.

Bunkering
There is one bulk supplier of fuel in Bermuda:

Shell Company of Bermuda   t

the weather and is accessible by all vessels. Arrangements can be made with Shell to supply duty free fuel via pipeline 

-
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Boaz Island Marine & Services, Sandys   t
Dockyard Marina, R.N. Dockyard    t
Dowling’s Marina, St. George’s    t
Van Buren’s Marine Station t
The Water Front Shell Station, Pembroke   t

Canvas Repairs
Dockyard Canvas Co., Ltd. t

Ocean Sails Custom Canvas & Upholstery/

Doyle Sailmakers Bermuda, t
      f
      w www.oceansails.com

      e bdasails@ibl.bm or info@oceansail.com
Currency
The legal tender in Bermuda is the Bermuda dollar, which trades equivalent to the U.S. dollar. U.S. currency is accepted 

where they can be exchanged at rates that are set daily.

Cheque Cashing: Personal cheques drawn on U.S. banks may be cashed at some hotels or local banks by arrangement. 

Credit Cards:

U.S. Traveller’s Cheques: Accepted island-wide.

Western Union:

Emergency Services in Port

Engine Repair
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Anfossi Marine Ltd, Pembroke    t 
Powells Marine t
KM Marine, Solutions Ltd     t
Drive Line Marine      t
Bay Imports and Marine Services (Volvo), Southampton t 
Harrison Marine Repair (Yanmar) t

Gas Refill
Bermuda Gas & Utility t
Godet & Young Hardware Store t
Sunshine Gas Ltd. *    t

Marinas

Marine Accessories
Captain Smoke’s Marina t
Dockyard Marina t
Dowling’s Marina t
Godet & Young Ltd. t
The Marine Locker t
Ocean Sails/Doyle Sailmakers Bermuda t
PWs Marine Centre, Pembroke     t
Robinson’s Marina, Somerset Bridge    t
Triangle Rigging t
West End Yachts t

Marine Departure Weather

 tropical warnings and advisories and Gulf Stream analysis are on display and can be copied upon request.

 call initially to give their location and destination and then call back in a time designated by the duty forecaster in  

 order to save on phone fees.

The Bermuda Weather Service has a home page on the Internet, www.weather.bm, with detailed marine forecasts, 
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details.

Marine Electrics

D.C. Electronics t
Anfossi Marine Ltd. t
      c
      f
      e anfossimarineltd@ibl.bm

Marine Electronics

Ocean Electronics t
      e  electronics@oceansails.com 

Ocean Sails/Doyle Sailmakers Bermuda  t
      f
      w  www.oceansails.com

      e  bdasails@ibl.bm or info@oceansail.com
Mariner’s Club

t
      f
      e  bermudasailorshome@logic.bm 

      w  www.bermudayp.com

Medical and Dental Facilities

assistance will be sent if required. 

Ocean Yacht Races to and from Bermuda

a race, who wish to come to Bermuda during these times, should make arrangements well in advance for berthing and 

other facilities.
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Rigging, Sail Makers and Repairs
Ocean Sails/Doyle Sailmakers Bermuda   

t
      f
      w   www.oceansails.com

      e  bdasails@ibl.bm or info@oceansail.com

Triangle Rigging

t
w  www.rigging.bm 

      e  rigging@northrock.bm
Sewage and Trash Disposal
All yachts should be fitted with either holding tanks to contain sewage for discharge in waters outside the outer reef 

will be prosecuted.

Ship’s Chandlers

Supermarkets located throughout Bermuda that are best suited to supplying yachts are:

A-1 Supermarket, Paget   t
A-1 Supermarket t
Arnold’s Family Market, Pembroke  t
Lindo’s Family Foods

Lindo’s Market t
MarketPlace Supermarkets  t
Miles Market, Pembroke   t
Somers Supermart t
Supermart t

Steel Fabrication
t

      e  sgby@logic.bm

      w  www.stgeorgesboatyard.bm
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UHT or Long Life Milk and Soya Milk

outlets.

Visitors’ Information
Bermuda Yacht Services:

info@bdayacht.com or www.bdayacht.com. 

Visitor Information Centres (VIC):

Water

water may be obtained at the same time.

Yacht Agents
Yacht agents are available to assist with entry formalities, provisioning, transportation, dockage and many other needs.

Bermuda Yacht Services Ltd.   t
      e  info@bdayacht.com

      w  www.bdayacht.com

Bermuda Ship Agencies Ltd.   t
      e  agents@bermudaports.com

      w  www.bermudaports.com

Meyer Shipping     t
      e  shipping@meyer.bm

      w  www.meyer.bm

Yacht Mooring Rentals

Bermuda Yacht Services Ltd.   t
      e  info@bdayacht.com

      w  www.bdayacht.com
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aPProach lights to Bermuda (from seaward)

Name and Position Character Remarks

on a black background near the top 

background at the base of the tower. 

white background at the base of the 

miles.

black letters on a white central band. 
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yellow band. Topmark - two black 

cones, one above the other, base to 

yellow background.

Spit Buoy

yellow band. Topmark - two black 

cones, one above the other, base to 

base. The word SPIT in black on a yel-

low background.

Sea Buoy Pillar buoy is a safe water mark with 

red and white vertical stripes with the 

has a red ball top mark.

lights partially obscured by land.

miles.
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lighted BuoYs, Beacons, shiP’s channels

Name and Position Character Remarks

To be replaced with a Beacon.

cones, points down.

with a broad black band. Topmark 

two black cones, one above the 

other, point to point.

shore lights, Beacons

Town Cut, St. George’s

Chalk Wharf
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Swing Bridge Two fixed red lights

St. Catherine’s Point to Spanish Point
Shelly Bay Shoal Beacon Black beacon with one broad hori-

spheres, one above the other.

Gibbet Island

island.

White structure with black band 

Traffic lights red and green Both sides of the bridge.

Great Sound, Morgan’s Point, Freeport
Pearl Island

Watford Bridge Two fixed red lights each side

Somerset Bridge Traffic lights red and green Both sides of bridge.

South Breakwater

Long Point Beacon

Cavello Bay Beacon Cavello Bay ferry stop.

Hamilton

South side of entrance.

South side of channel.

Spectacle Island Beacon South end of the island.
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Granaway Deep
Irresistible Island Beacon South side of the island.

Granaway Buoy Pillar Buoy, red/white vertical stripes, 

Western (Hogfish) Channel
Pompano Beacon -

fish Channel.
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Bermuda Department of Tourism
Bermuda Department of Tourism
Global House, 43 Church Street
Hamilton HM 12
Bermuda
Tel: 441 292 0023

North America
Tel: 1 212 818 9800 or 1 800 223 6106
E-mail: travel@bermudatourism.com

For more information, additional brochures or to book a Bermuda vacation call or visit

1.800.bermuda (Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. EST)

GoToBermuda.com

 Information contained in this brochure was compiled by the Bermuda Department of Tourism, with the assistance of Bermuda Radio 
and the departments of Immigration, Customs, Environmental Health and Environmental Protection and was correct at the time of 
production, April 2013. Please note that all fees and conditions contained within is subject to change without notice. 

 Information and images contained within this brochure may not be reproduced in any form without the permission of the Bermuda 
Department of Tourism, Creative Services O!ce, Global House, 43 Church Street, Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda. Reproducing or copying 
this brochure in any form and the selling of it is prohibited. 

 BDOT/J05473/4.13   Produced in Bermuda


